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GREEN FAIR

SATURDAY 16TH APRIL MARKED HISC'S FIRST GREEN FAIR
The weather provided the Pennant sailors with some champagne sailing conditions and the
balcony was packed with keen drinkers after racing.
The morning kicked off with the Borrow Bag workshop in the dining room, Carol led the charge
and the avid machinists sewed 17 bags during the day, adding to the existing 150 made in
previous workshops.
If you’re not able to attend a workshop but
would like to make a bag, please contact Carol
carol@cartersbysea.uk who will provide you with
a pattern and the fabric to make a bag or two at
home.
Subject matter experts were on hand all day with
stands set up on the landing providing a range of
information and explanations, many members
stopped by to chat.

There were also some retail opportunities,
Sheila was selling her recycled sail bags in
support of Hayling Rescue. She sold all the
bags she had and has future orders for the
Christmas fair, a great success.

Tracey from Hayling’s Wey To Go also had
an excellent day. She exceeded her
expectations by not only raising awareness
of her shop www.weytogohayling.co.uk but
also sold some beautiful cork placemats,
candles and (one member in particular)
couldn’t resist her chocolate covered
honeycomb, keeping her on her toes all day.
Practical as well as desirable.

Later in the afternoon the subject matter
experts took to the stage and each presented
for 10 minutes (plus Q&A) on their subjects.
Their topics were varied, relevant and left us
wanting to know more:
Zhik Simon showed us a stylish and practical
Zhik jacket made from recycled bottles and a
wetsuit made without petrochemicals. He
talked about the journey his company was
going through to make clothing more
sustainable as well as longer lasting.

He introduced us to Zhik’s repair mentality and the repair centre's they have around the world, all
aiming at keeping wetsuits in use and reducing waste.
He showed us examples of the packaging the clothing comes in and the future aspirations the
company has to continue to improve its green credentials. With some big-name supporters we
hope to see Zhik’s success grow.
Bird Aware Julie, the Bird Aware ranger, was excited to
see the buoys the Chichester Harbour Conservancy
installed around Seagull Island last year.
She explained the importance of this roost and how
human recreational behaviour is having significant
impact on the protected birds that use the Solent and
Chichester Harbour for overwintering.
She urged everyone to be vigilant about the presence of
birds and avoid doing things that causes them to change
their behaviour i.e. if they are resting or feeding and
your presence prevents them from doing that. In the
past it was common to have up to ten thousand wading
birds such as dunlin and grey plover use Seagull Island
to rest at high tide during winter months.
As the area has become more popular for recreation, these numbers have fallen, but the spit
remains a vitally important place for wading birds. You may have noticed the big blue signs
recently erected on either side of the spit that now alert people to the presence of these birds at
higher tides. Hopefully, this increased awareness will mean that our fantastic birds will have a
chance of surviving winter and then have enough energy left over to migrate and then look after
their young.
RYA Phil took us through the role the RYA is
playing to control, manage, and influence the
RYA’s environmental impact and achieve their
target to be net zero by 2030. He explained the
issue of boats at the end of their life and
demonstrated some of the possible uses for the
scrap materials. He introduced us to the idea of
organic glass fibre to replace the existing nonrecyclable fibres used in boat building and spoke
about stone reinforced yachts! He also touched
on the topic of propulsion and the leaps and
bounds being made in battery and hydrogen
technology. This whistle stop tour left us
pondering the numerous possibilities of our
boating futures.

Plastics in the Ocean Cleo used some fascinating
graphics showing the routes taken by plastic dumped
into the ocean and how they make their way to the
giant garbage patches swirling round in the Atlantic
and Pacific oceans. She gave some excellent facts
about the noticeable difference the introduction of
charging for plastic carrier bags has had on the
amount of plastic entering the ocean. She also gave
some worrying statistics that the majority of the
plastics in the ocean are micro plastics so can’t just be
lifted out by hand. It’s a big topic to tackle.

The day was wrapped up with the planting
of a new palm tree in honour of the
Queen’s Platinum Jubilee.
The Commodore wielded the shovel and
was ably assisted by Jan .The plaque and
attractive stone plinth were made by
Peter.
The perfect end to a busy day.

